
Campylobacteriosis 
2026 Case Definition Algorithm

Were Campylobacter spp. isolated 
by culture in a clinical specimen 
from any source?

CONFIRMED CASE

Case Classification

Were Campylobacter spp. 
detected in a clinical specimen
from any source using a culture-
independent test 
(e.g., DNA, NAT, EIA, Ag)?

PROBABLE CASE

Did the case have clinically 
compatible illness?
(i.e., diarrhea, abdominal cramps, 
or vomiting)

Does the case have an epidemiologic link including:

• Sharing an exposure with a confirmed or 
probable case? OR

• Exposure to a confirmed case? OR
• Exposure to a probable case with presumptive 

laboratory evidence of campylobacteriosis?

NOT A CASE

Distinguishing a New Case from an Existing Case
• A repeat positive culture or CIDT test result on a specimen collected more than 90 days since previous 

specimen collection date should be enumerated as a new case for surveillance.
• When two or more Campylobacter species are identified or detected from one or more specimens from the 

same individual, each identified infection with a unique species should be enumerated as a separate case.
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