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Pertussis Case Ascertainment Algorithm

Positive
pertussis PCR
or culture?

At least one sign or

Not a case symptom*?

Contact with a
laboratory-confirmed case?

Probable

Call patient again 14
days after cough onset

Cough lasting 14 days or diagnosis other
longer? than pertussis?

Has it been 14

started?

Not a case

*Signs and Symptoms

Paroxysms - Do you have coughing
“fits” where you feel like you cannot
stop?

Whoop - Do you cough so hard you
make a whooping noise when you try
to catch your breath?

Post-tussive vomiting - Do you cough
so hard you vomit or throw up?
Apnea (with or without cyanosis) -
Have you or has your baby stopped
breathing and/or turned blue (apnea
with cyanosis)?

More likely

Probable
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